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Doña Anna María del Carmen Calvillo
(1765-1856)
Doña Ana María del Carmen Calvillo (1765–
1856) descendent of early settlers of San Antonio
and once the owner/operator of Rancho de las
Cabras in what is now Wilson County, Texas.
Rancho de las Cabras was the ranch land where live
stock was raised to feed the inhabitants of Mission
San Francisco de la Espada; this rancho is now part
of the National Parks System and a World Heritage
Site.
Doña María (Doña pronounced dawn-yah is
the Spanish term noting the head of a family) was
born at the Villa of San Fernando de Béxar (San
Antonio) on July 9, 1765, the eldest of six children
born to Ygnacio Francisco Xavier Calvillo
(descendant of a Presidio San Antonio de Bexar
employee) and Antonia de Arocha (descendant of
Canary Islanders). Her father acquired a portion of
Rancho de las Cabras (the Goat Ranch) after the
mission and its lands were secularized. María
Calvillo married Juan Gavino de la Trinidad
Delgado around 1781. The couple had two sons,
Juan Bautista and José Anacleto (who both died
young) and adopted three additional children, Juan
José, María Concepción Gortari, and Antonio Durán.
Between 1811 and 1814 Gavino played a major role
in the overthrow of the Spanish Government; as a
result of his activities he was declared a rebel against
the crown of Spain. María apparently separated from
her husband at this time; it is thought she did so to
protect the ownership of her family’s land.
On April 15, 1814, Ygnacio Calvillo was
murdered at his ranch, Paso de las Mujeras (the
women’s passage), during a raid initially thought to
have been perpetrated by Indians, but subsequent
investigation revealed that the attackers included
Ygnacio's own grandson. At this time María gained
control and ownership of the property. On August
28, 1828, she formally petitioned the Mexican
government for a new title to her father's ranch; it
was granted the next month. Later grants in 1833

placed three leagues of land under her control.
To show Doña María Calvillo accepted the
responsibilities of land ownership she had to
perform the required ritual of “quiet and peaceable
possession, threw stones, pulled up herbs, drew
water and poured it out and did other acts of actual
possession, and ordered that no person despoil her of
them without being first cited, heard and conquered
by judgement,” as required by the State of Coahuila
and Texas. María Calvillo increased the livestock
operation and has been noted to have been a rancher
who peaceably got along with the nomadic Native
Americans by offering them certain cattle to eat and
area to camp, before they moved on their journey.
Doña Anna María del Carmen Calvillo was a strong,
courageous, and spirited Spanish/Texas woman,
experienced in riding horseback, handling guns,
managing her ranch, getting along with others, and a
proud steward of her land. In her will she passed
ownership of the property to two of her adopted
children, María Concepción Gortari and Antonio
Durán.
María Calvillo died on January 15, 1856; at the
Age of 91. Her burial record states she was buried in
“composs santos” (“sacred ground”) in San Antonio
de Bexar. As per historian, Mrs. Gloria Cadena,
María Calvillo’s remains were either buried on the
grounds of the Alamo or in what is now Milam Park,
both in downtown San Antonio, Texas. She had a
remarkable life; born in a Spanish mission then on
the frontier of Nueva España (New Spain), enduring
the Mexican War of Independence from Spain, the
turbulents of the Texas Revolution, and Texas
becoming an Independent Republic; then when
María Calvillo was 80 Texas became the 28th state
of the United States of America. She experienced
many changes in two centuries and in four countries
yet all in the same area of what became Wilson and
Bexar Counties of Texas!

NOTE: The image by artist Tom Ricks is used with
permission from The Institute of Texas Cultures of
San Antonio. The text was authored by Wilson
County Floresville High School Teacher Tambria
Read drawn from several sources which are cited in
a supporting article published in “The Texas Bison
Student Study Group Journal” as Article 13-Volume
2 at the website of The STAR DAY Foundation.
Tambria Read is State Co-Director of “The First
Women PALS of Texas Project” sponsored by The
STAR DAY Foundation. Doña Anna Maria del
Carmen Calvillo (1765-1856) shall be inducted into
The First PALS of Texas Hall of Honor during “The
Spirit of STAR DAY 2017 Celebration” conducted
in the Texas Capitol Rotunda on February 20, 2017
to celebrate the 171st birthday of the State of Texas
featuring a San Augustine High School Band
performance.
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